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.- ~undergone sex reassignment surgery (SRS), their bidy is likely to produce & great deal of anxidty tihotig” ~ o
certain non-trans folks. People become really upset because one of the major systems that organizes our
cultures and societies—binary gender—is being disrupted, and they don't know where to place that person
and that body! Lots of times it’s hard to tell, though, with gender-queer folks, which of us are pre-op, post-
op, or non-op. People don’t know what's underneath the clothing, and just judge it as freakish, unnatural,
something fearsome. They become obsessed with “which”(of two options) type of genitals the person
possesses. This is assuming that thers are ~aly two possibilitiss (there are many, many possibilities!!) that

ne can be bemn with or that ooe -z create for themsetves, WE NEED "0 START THINKING ON
MORE COMPLEX TERMS. u.;oa..:smconsmmi,bc.nbythcpr&WO*l"h hem and by . }
society, by history. Thatspmofwhyauﬂmusohﬁd—whcnwemchaﬂmmﬁﬂldﬂmabdyﬂl e

self, we n:challcngmg centuries of h:story, we rechallengmg science, medicine, things that oursocu:ty A

regards asunwavenng truth.

S 5y ‘—xff A SRS
But eveq'one constructs their body mtcunona.lly 1ot just trans peoplc People dress in particular W— 7
that either accentuate or hide specific body parts, people wear their hair in different ways, people move in
different ways. Those are ways of making a body, of constructing a self that other people look at En}i :hen Ml
decide specific things about that person. It really bothers me that the line is often drawn between g
transsexual bodies (considered operated or to be operated on, against nature, threatening) and non- _.-< ;-
transsexual bodies (considered natural, normal, non-threatening, and unintentional). If T was born fe.male
and have not surgically altered my body, then I can enter the gates of MWMF (assuming I have thex %
money). But maybe this does not feel comfortable to me, because [ know my having what peoplesec asa
- _“natural” and “safe” body relies on them seeing it and me as female, girl, woman. Does this mmlﬁm*,q Ruars;
comfortably mhabit the category “woman”, even if that designation may be uncomfortable or ill-fitting to~
_me? Does it mean I need to undergo SRS in order to be considered something other than a woman? Or e
" does the woman-born-woman policy at Michigan mean, as Minnie Bruce Pratt asks, “that if you are 50 ;
¥ £ema.lc you are a.lways a woman”“ (fmm herbook S/HE) Bl TR
¥ "; " B l [ i 3
Whenyousu'ipmedownmnothmg,ﬂm'snotmybody Thatswha.tadoctorwoulddo ascxennst—wﬂ
me I am my body, examine my body and dictate to me what it means. But I take the power to name my
own body. I say my body consists ofd:cd:mgslp\nonlr,theﬂnmgsldoto1ttomakcnmmc,tomkc1t
safer for me, to make me better able to live in it. As someone who’s gender queer, my body feels best when
its incoherent. The idea of a coherent body, of a body that is at home in a gender, feels uncomfortable to
me—it feels incomplete. My comfort comes in ambigmity. Inmmgmybodymmnhomﬂymmmy &
comphamdldmnry——myboynus myqueu'ncss mydykmm my fagness. ,
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'l"ln: reason why we are here is to convince the lcadcr!hlp of
the Testival (o allow transgendercd womyn on to the land. Yet,
_ il you were to look at the participants at CampTrans, you will
: " notice that most are, (o borrow a phrase, womyn-bom-womyn.
* '+ They can come onto the land with no quesuons(A!ll they “
_..u:.nu and enjoy the fesuval) yet they are invoived @h ?'.z‘ '
d\:tﬂu:. Why is that? & 3 4,,,&&{ & )
% 2% The rcasons are varied and \n:ry complex. Tyou waceio -
ut:i; Aalk 1o the different wmnyn (tramgcm}md oroﬁﬁ'ﬁ'sc}“ S ‘1
[¥275i get “different and in many cases, contrahctnry reason. YL
=That is because there are many ideas and causes under the “"",-”
R - lnm;_.um!t.rul issue. One ol the bu__gcﬂ umlcrf" ing ideas i is *i
“‘llu: very definition of being a womyn.  “3 -}‘*'}f-‘,:r- Ly :“
_Right here 1 will : admit to p.unlmg ‘with a hrush b’ut L
B plt..l.‘il. hear wilh me. MWMF was l'oundeﬁmng the mld
(42 -70%s, atime when not unly wcrc ‘most men wcn.jmshle lo ____-f j
[t ksbl-m evenls, 50 w;.rc many SIr:u!,hl wmnm'fhal ] nulrlo -3
;sny that is not the case now.). It took 2 lol ul'cuafﬂge to gel
| "»k-:cveuu like this going and to keep it gomg“’ e of e of the |de1s“ S
--(ll:ll as put forth was the idea the traits llml werc ere called
e '“s‘;c‘.-uumnc were what made wmnyn wcak _\yc_l"c “J Il!e s 5
S superior iraits. There was nol a change in how w ‘n nyn wen& i
defined, just a change in how these traits were perceived. l1m
" helped 1o créate an eivironment where young womynTnJ e
"« = imore freedom to explore gender, both male and female, am] (L
I's "' “Tpu.k and choose how they would like lo expt‘égs themselves. Lo
.. Now you have young womyn who act in ways that the older
|, lesbians have hard time relating to. What we have are_
. different gem.muon\ who actually have had different
. experiences coming out. The older lesbians had to create on
_+- the [Ty the systems that we now have. The younger dykes
Vb 2 *Z-were able (o bencfit from these actions. Sadiy, some of the
: *‘,;"oldet lesbians fcel threatened by the changes they were able to
-+ make while the younger dykes feel that the okler lesbians area ~ °
3 "bit too inflexible. We need to work past | :‘I:Pcre areioo
Emany go n mksurun'wlgec"@"_”:;j
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Prees RELCASE From qenderPac Afhw T 2000

[HART, MI : 12 Aug 00] EIGHT YOUNG ATTENDEES. variously identifying as trannie boys, bovdyke,
FTM. and lesbian were evicted from the Michigan Womyn's Music Festival (MWMF) this Saturday
evening afier they refused to meet the Festival's "womyn-born womyn only” policy. The eight were
members of an ad-hoc Chicago group called the "Camp Trans Planning Committee" and the Boston and
Chicago chapters of the Lesbian Avengers.

More than 60 gender activists from these groups plus members of Transexual Menace, supportive
attendees, and renowned activist Dana Rivers gathered across the road from the Festival this vear to do
ouireach and education on what theyv viewed as a discriminatory policy being unfairly applied. Said one.
"Half the women in there are butch, boy, or, or FTM identified and wouldn't be able to say they were
‘womyn-born womyn' if asked."

Past evictions had focused narrowly on transgender women and the eight's expulsion marks the first time
the "womyn-born womyn only" policy has been used against trannie boys. boydykes. FTM's, Lesbian
Avengers and young gender-variant women. It was widely viewed by most observers as turning a new page
in the escalating conflict over the policy's application.

As thousands of attendees looked on during dinner in the Festival's huge dining area. the young activists
held aloft signs declaring themselves a variety of identities, including "bov." "FTM." "intersex". "drag
queen."” and "transwoman." When they called for diners to join them in a public show of support. more than
three hundred stepped forward to stand with them for almost an hour before Festival Security arrived to
evict them.

Security escorted the eight to the Main Gate, cut off their attendance wristbands. refused their request for
refunds, and expelled them from the grounds.

Their action was a direct challenge to Festival owner Lisa Vogel's latest attempt to clarify the policy widely
criticized as vague and misleading: a flier handed out at the entrance which threatened that any attendee
who "self- declared" as an FTM or MTF transexual or otherwise not being "a womyn-born womyn" would
be refused a ticket and face involuntary expulsion.

The new statement was viewed by many as amounting to "Don't Ask, Don't Tell.” and indeed. at noon on
Friday as four police officers apparently summoned by the Festival watched on amid scores of attendees.
one transgender women who openly identified herself was denied entrance while several others who did not
identify themselves were allowed to buy tickets and enter. By prior agreement, none were among those

who held signs and risked eviction.

But all were from among sixty mostly-young gender activists with names like Casey, Gunner, and Jack
who variously identified as boyz. andros, trannie boys, lesbian, bi, FTM. girlz, boychick. femme, stone-
butch, or simply "queer" who held a series of workshops and discussion groups on the "Don't Ask Don't
Tell" gender policy. This year's "Camp Trans" culminated in a live music show with lights, sound. and
stage set up by Chicago-based "Camp Trans Planning Committee."

The Festival's first expulsion occurred in 1991 when attendee Nancy Burkholder and a friend were both
forcibly evicted after she identified herself in a workshop as a transgender woman.

Since then, in 1993, '94. and '99 gender activists. Avengers and members of Transexual Menace have
camped out on public property across from the Festival's Main Gate to hold "Camp Trans," this year more
inclusively also called "GenderCamp 2000."

Said one activist, "Vogel's policy towards transexuals is now the same as the US military's towards
homosexuals. But 'Don't Ask Don't Tell' only works when the target group collaborates by remaining silent.
Well, we aren't silent. We don't identify as 'womyn-born womyn' -- we don't know what it even means or
why it should be used against us or our trannie
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MWMEF Facet Sheet

A few things you may not know about the Michigan
Womyn’s Music Festival:

1) The “womyn-born-womyn only” policy was
created about 15 years ago in response to pressure
from trans people and their allies. There are TONS of
trans people that attend the festival every year, but
risk being thrown out if they “reveal” their identity.

2) Because of the high costs and segregationist
policies of MWMF, many women including mothers,
women of color, folks who practice BDSM and
working class and poor women do not or cannot
attend.

3) The Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival is a FOR
PROFIT INSTITUTION. The sole owner is Lisa
Vogel. This information was found out by simply
calling the MWMF phone line. No matter how many
people want change, it is her final decision. At
MWMF, MONEY TALKS! How much do you think

-1t costs to put on the fest? Where does the rest go?

+—_—DZ$U u+xps—»m_, and more than ks .‘..D“

simon strikeback, dee, ruth, mckay, Casey
margaret; josh, ame | Kate, jefF, gnat, eli; linda, mdyx,
rachagl, gunner, stacey, al| the boston Kids, all the rockin’

contribuors, everyona who showad up o CT, and everyong,
else o helped out along the woy.

R A GO A

pronoun theory.

i question the accuracy and necessity of gender-
specific pronouns in communication. if someone's
gender is identified and communicated through other
signifiers as they choose, and we are sensitive enough
to other people's gender identities to pay attention
to the gender they wish to be perceived as, are
"accurate" male and female pronouns needed? we need
something to break up the awkwardness of pronounless
speech (sam went to the store. sam got some plums in
aisle one and sam got spinach 1n aisle two. sam waited
in line to pay. then sam went home.), but do pronouns
truly need to match up to the appropriate gender?

i advocate destroying gendered pronouns
altogether. sam went to the store. he got some plums
in aisle one and she got spinach in aisle two. he
waited in Tine to pay. then she went home. it takes no
ammzﬁzm out of what is being communicated, nor does it
invalidate the gender identity of the subject. for
people whose gender identities have been consistently
disregarded or misunderstood by others, i realize that
the idea of being referred to with pronouns that don't
match their genders could feel somewhat negative. it
is necessary that we are actively conscious of the
pronouns we use to reference others, not making
assumptions about anyone's gender identity/pronoun
preference and consciously changing our speech
patterns once we are aware of someone's preference. i
am speaking idealistically, because it isn't fair to
ask anyone to give up their gendered pronouns until
they feel their gender is truly recognized, but it is
moamn:¢:m to consider.

i Find bigendered/nongendered pronouns (s/he,
hir, et cetera) to be clumsy and Aiaﬁnﬁzw. though they
might be recognized within small parts of the queer
community, they are not understood by most people, and
thus cut off a great deal of needed communication
about trans identity and politics with those who have
no base understanding of the issues involved. i don't

feel 1ike they create a solution in or out of the

queer community.

if we can teach ourselves to validate people's
genders by honestly <mddamﬂﬂzw them, rather than
simply shifting our language for the sake of
politeness, gendered pronouns would not longer be a
valid or necessary means of communicating or Timiting
gender. (ruth oppenheim-rothschild.)




The links to all these documents can be found on
http://www.michfest.com/Updates/policy.htm




Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival
Aug 8-13, 2000
What's a Festival Without a Controversy”?

For a quarter century, the Michigan Womyn's Music Festival has been a magnet for the debates and
disputes of the larger feminist and lesbian communities. This vear was no different, as the Festival was the
scene of a protest demonstration by a group of activists calling themselves "Camp Trans Y2K" (CTY2K).

The hallmark of Michigan has always been its creation of separate. self-defined and honored womyn's
space. A flier developed through weeks of dialogue in the worker community and distributed to all festival-
goers stated, "For one week a year. the Festival provides a space for us to gather as womyn who were born
as. and have lived our entire life experience as womyn. This is a rare and precious community that we share
for this week. and as Festival organizers we feel that one of the important ingredients in this community is
that we have shared our entire life experience - however varied that may be - as womyn."

CTY 2K activists expressed their opposition to the Festival's womyn-born womyn focus from Forest
Service land across the road from the Festival's front gate. On Friday and Saturday. August 11 - 12. a group
of about 25 activists entered the Festival and caused a series of small disruptions.

Festival staff - representing a mix of butch, femme and other womyn across a gender-identity continuum,
most active in trans-ally work - met the group at the gate and distributed copies of the Festival's policy
statement. which included a request that the transsexual community respect and support womyn-born
womyn space and provided explicit notice that individuals who self-declared as male-to-female
transsexuals or female-to-male transsexuals might be denied entrance or asked to leave.

Despite provocation from the activists throughout the two days, Festival staff held firm to their
commitment that no one's gender or sex would be questioned on the land. If an individual clearly self-
declared as a male-to-female or female-to-male transsexual during the course of the protest action, they
were asked to leave. As a result of this clearly and repeatedly articulated policy, the wrist tickets of 4
individuals were removed. Their money was not refunded. consistent with the Festival's policy that no
refunds are provided after July 6th.

"Michigan has always been home to womyn-born womyn who represent every point along the continuum
of gender identity: from butch to femme and beyond butch and femme, including many who consider
themselves transgendered. We remain committed to providing space for womyn-born womyn 1o gather in
celebration of our diverse identities as womyn-born womyn." says Festival organizer Lisa Vogel.

"It saddens me that the young womyn we used to call ‘baby-dykes' are now growing up questioning the
validity of the very concept of being female. Many of us growing up, myself included. struggled fiercely
with the limited societal definition of what being a 'woman' meant. That's why we created this Festival -—
as an exploration and celebration of the full range of how we are and all we can be as womyn. We refuse to

see "woman" turned into a dirty word or defined as an out-dated construct.

"The Michigan Womyn's Music Festival remains clear and firm in our commitment to maintain the Festival
as womyn-born womyn space. At the same time. we stand as allies with the trans community and refuse to
be forced into false dichotomies that equate being pro-womyn-born womyn space with being anti-trans.

"We believe the greater queer community is strong enough to support separate space for all affinity groups.
There are times all oppressed communities need separate spaces. even away from their allies. The Festival
community learned this in the creation of a separate and honored Womyn of Color space. We call upon the
transsexual community to respect and support the community at Michigan, which by its very definition is
separate space for womyn-born womyn."



(this is the press realease that was given out just before mich in 2000)

For Immediate Release- July 24, 2000 Contact: Lisa Vogel- 231.989.3707
Michigan Womyn's Music Festival Affirms Womyn-Born Womyn Space

The Michigan Womyn's Music Festival is the largest and longest running womyn's Festival in the United
States. This week-long camping event in Northern Michigan celebrates womvn's culture. community and
ngeny. v, With over 6,001 woinyn aneraing cunually from every U S, =107 20 L anacian provinee ana over
30 other countries. the Festival acts as a pewri-aisn in which the popular a:scussions of the lesoian
community are incubated. For 25 years Michigan has been in large part defined by the politics that are
woven into the infrastructure of this city of womyn in the woods. The hallmark of Michigan has always
been its creation of separate. self-defined and deeply honored womyn's space.

From its earliest days, the Festival was described as "A Gathering of Mothers and Daughters for Womyn-
Born Womyn" (1978 promotional flier). Now in its 25th vear. the Festival continues to claim the right and
the responsibility to state clearly that the Michigan Festival is intended for womyn-born womyn. This is
defined as individuals who were born as womyn. and have lived their entire life experience as womyn. and
currently identify as womyn.

The Festival has always been home to many womyn who would be considered gender outlaws. either
because of their sexual orientation (lesbian, bisexual, polyamorous, etc.) or their gender presentation
(butch. bearded. androgynous. femme - and every combination or permutation in between). The essence of
the Festival is that it is one week a year that is by, for and about the glorious diversity of womyn-born
womyn.

It is a powerful, uncommon experience that womyn enjoy during this week of living in the company of
other womyn-born womyn. There are many opportunities in the larger world to share space with the entire
queer community, and many spaces that welcome all who define themselves as female. In the year 2000,
the queer community represents such rich diversity that there surely is room for all affinity groups to enjoy
separate. self-determined. supportive space if they choose. The queer community is strong enough to hold
our incredible diversity with mutual respect and support.

There are many divergent viewpoints on the larger gender discussion happening in the queer community.

Many of the womyn essential to the Michigan Festival are leaders and supporters in trans-solidarity work

and the broader LGBT movement. The Michigan Womyn's Music Festival supports this larger discussion.
and values and respects the transsexual community as integral members of the broader queer community.

We call upon the transsexual community in turn to respect and support womyn-born womyn space.



Part of an article posted on the MWMF web sight:
“A Taste of What We Know is Possible”

Talk to the performers and it becomes clear that this is a place deeply committed to women's creativity.
According to Krissy Keefer. founder of the Wallflower Order/ Dance Brigade. "Michigan embodies a
profound commitment to the artist. no other festival does it like this one."” The all-woman sound. light and
stage crews rival the technical excellence of production crews anvwhere, according to Michigan
nerformers.

It's a place committed to social change. not just in the world outside. but in the way the Festival itself is
produced. Casselberry. who along with Keefer directs the Festival's annual opening celebration, says "As
an African American musician. | can say there's no other festival like this out there. We've done years of
work to integrate women of color into this festival at all levels. and credit is due on all sides. Now when
new women of color come onto the scene. they're chomping at the bit to come back."

But in a world where 1nstitutional control is still in male hands. perhaps the most defining characteristic of
the Michigan Festival is its commitment to - for one week a vear - an experience created and enjoyed solely
by women.

Holly Near. in a retrospective of women's music on Saturday Acoustic Stage, described the Festival as a
space that "allows us to understand who we are apart from male energy, apart from the dominant culture. It
has always been essential to have phases of separatism so that deaf people can understand who they are
apart from hearing people. that black people can understand who they want to be apart from white people.
that women can understand who we want to be apart from men. and the list goes on."

Since its founding, the Festival has come under attack for creating a separate space. however temporary, for
women to gather. Says producer Lisa Vogel, who started the Festival when she was 19 vears old, "we've
always had to explain that it's not about excluding anyone; it's about including women." Today's critique
comes not from conservative men but from young "gender activists" who question the validity of the term
woman.

About 25 of these activists. calling themselves "Camp Trans." staged a demonstration at the Festival's Main
Kitchen on Saturday. [See sidebar.] Festival organizers responded by affirming "Michigan has always
been home to women who represent every point along the continuum of gender identity: from butch to
femme and beyond butch and femme. including many who consider themselves transgendered. The
Michigan Womyn's Music Festival remains clear and firm in our commitment to maintain the Festival as
womyn-born womyn space where we gather in celebration of our diverse identities as womyn-born
womyn."



(this was put together by the festival workers)
Michigan Womyn'’s Music Festival
Aug 8-13, 2000
Community Discussion on Womyn-Born Womyn Space
As we head into the 2000 Festival with the prospect of a "CampTransY2K." we thought a concise
overview of the issues at hand along with the current working plan would be helpful. While we don't know
what to expect with this vear's Camp Trans, we offer this working paper in the hopes that we can come

together as a community to pull in the same direction as we create this vear's 25th Anniversary Festival. We

recognize that there is great diversity of opinicns and feelings on this issue. Ours is a community buiit upon

feminist principles; we believe that we are big enough to hold our diversity of opinion with respect and

love. We will lay the groundwork for the larger community that will join us soon; if we move forward with
unified trust it will have a positive effect on the Festival as a whole.

1. The Festival Community, in large part, supports the womyn-born womyn policy:

* The majority of festie-feedback from last year's Festival was in support of the policy.

*  Most of the postings on the www.michfest.com discussion board are in support of the
policy. (Support for Michigan's policy is also frequently voiced on the CampTrans
website by both transmen, transwomen, and trans-allies who believe that womyn-born
womyn space is not inherently anti-trans.)

*  After extensive clarification of the policy at last year's Festival (including a written
statement distributed at the Festival and reprinted in Lesbian Connection), a community
of workers - this community of workers - chose to return to a Festival defined as womyn-
borm womyn space.

* 7,000 festies are en route to a Festival known and defined as womyn-born womyn space.

2. It's also clear that there are differences of opinion within our community about the policy:

* Some of us would like to explore, in a non-reactive dialogue, whether Michigan's
definition of womyn-only space can broaden to incorporate trans inclusion.

¢  Some of us want to reaffirm Michigan's commitment to womyn-born womyn's space.

¢ Some of us would like to lay the subject to rest and not spend any more time or energy on
it.

3. Beyond differences over the policy, members of our community have a broad range of
perspectives on the larger TS issue;

* Some of us are trans-identified and some are active in trans-ally work. And as in any
community, some members are trans-phobic (in the classic definition of fear/hatred or
denial of the existence of the "other." often based in a lack of information or familiarity).

»  Some of us want to separate the behavior of specific trans-activists from the larger
discussion of identity and policy. Some favor an academic/theoretical discussion, some
want a political/ ideological discussion; for some the discussion is highly personal.

¢ These issues touch a tender spot for many of us in our own gender experience, for
masculine/ butch/ gender ambiguous womyn whose gender identity is the target of
societal hostility, and for all of us who've had restrictive gender roles imposed on us.
Some of us believe that being lesbian is in itself a trans identity as we don't "behave" as
womyn are expected to in a patriarchal culture.

4. Underneath all of these perspectives lies a common thread of fear - and its big sister, anger:

»  For many of us, fear and anger over what feels like the triumph of sexism and misogyny:
the obliteration of who we are as womyn; that "woman" is no longer seen as a valid
identity. but as something mutable.

»  For some of us, fear and anger over the loss felt on the community and personal level of
the dykes who no longer identify as womyn.

» For those who support a trans inclusive policy, and whose internal conflict with the
womyn-born womyn policy means they may choose to leave, and - for those for whom
womyn-born womyn space is essential to their experience of Michigan - fear of losing
this beloved community.
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taken from "ginl dick #1"
for move info.. Faticbaputeacl.com

Fwonder i Fidentify as "woman™ because it fits me best out
ol two entiely inadequate options. T have explored some
other more complex identities, for now, 1 have settled on
enrl with-a-dick Far better than “trans®* woman.” For me. |
<eane b for an identity that feels more like "home " This one is
really quite.comformble(usually), but i iHhe most
comlortable? 1 don't know. so far 15 it better to be "person”
or a sisty word explanation of all the nuances ol my gender?
Feness it depends, My identity need not be Torever. Today, |1
v e bwath-a-dick, nest Touesday, just ernl, Who Knows
what <lae Toan be? But it doesn't malee me any less “einl”

I can be anything and everything at once, Why do linust |
search for a "forever” identity? [ suppose because it is safe. |
am scared to have people ignore the greel Lam. If [ walk the
streets dressed "like a boy," and I'm not seen as a grrrl... How
can | repair the damage done to the grirl part of me by that
denial? But why should 1 deny the grirl-who-dresses-"like a
boy™ in me? As | struggle to be scen as me, it is easiest if
they see me the same all the time... But not best. I must be
the best gnirl... grrrl-with-a-dick... trans* woman...

penderfucker...777....

all wrrting by kat
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Inclusion. Acceptance. Tolerance.

These words didn’t mean a thing to me a few years ago. I discovered their importance to me when
[ ﬁrst came out in high school and started attending queer youth groups and becoming friends with fellow
lesbian and gay teenagers. I was finding a place in the worid that I finally feit comfortable and yes,
accepted in, though much of the rest of the world (i.e., high school) had a big problem with me. By then I
was already used to being the odd one out - the Asian tomboy who stood quietly on the sidelines. I found
solace in the queer community and the importance of being different, and how that was seemingly nurtured
and accepted within the community. 1 thought the queer community was a near perfect source for good
politics and friends. It was the embodiment of what I believed I was.

[ was entranced with the queer community and lived idyllically in it for a few months until [ dove
deeper into its society and learned that what I had once believed was far from the truth. Slowly and quite
depressingly, I realized how scarred the gay and lesbian community was with bigotry, racism, sizeism,
classism. ageism, and bisexual and trans phobias. The most obvious thing [ recognized was the emphasis
on being either a gay man or a lesbian, and later on, a homogenized, straight-acting and —looking one at
that. I found that being different from those in the gay and lesbian community was looked down upon and
Wwas an embarrassing and trivial segment of the queer population, in their eyes. An example could be taken
from HRC’s ENDA act, which was a proposed bill to combat empioyment and workplace discrimination
for lesbians and gays. The sheer fact that transgender and transsexual people (most obviously those
discriminated aga st most severely) were compietely left out of ENDA.

This is coming from me - a dyke, an Asian American, a tomboy, a feminist, a youth, a member of
the queer community who believes in political activism, that change is needed everywhere, especially in the
places in which we feel most comfortable and places in which we most identify. I still feel like my friends
and I are not accepted and included in larger queer events and political actions. Yes, the words bisexual
and transgender are being added to the acronyms of prominent queer groups, but that seems more the
politically correct thing to do rather than acknowledge, confront, and change issues and inequities
particular to the B and/or T communities.

This is what seems so simple to me, that people need to educate themselves through building
friendships and grasping their prejudices and turning them around, by opening their minds and opening up
their own community. The concept of trans-inclusion fits in with everything else — with breaking down
gender norms, combating racism, sexism, and all other injustices prevalent in society. A group of people
(namely, the GLBT community) must be able to resolve their own inter-group issues before they can go out
into the world and create larger scale change. The transgender community is bursting, and it is probably
the most inclusive and broad segment of the queer population; it doesn’t deal with sexuality in so much that
it concerns societal gender rules and norms, and their subsequent destruction. The freedom and safety to
express one’s own gender is so very essential to the queer community that it boggles my mind of the
terrible trans-phobia apparent within many of the community’s members. It is time to change this, to move
forward from excluding and intimidating the transgender and transsexual members of our community.

It seems to me the gay and lesbian community is embracing the cultural move to become more
straight-acting and —looking rather than embracing the roots of the queer movement, of the drag queens, the
butches and femmes of Stonewall, of the freedom of true self-expression. That was what it was all about,
right? To be who you are, to dress the way you want, to express your sexuality safely and openly, to
transcend gender roles and sexual roles of the larger society. Trans-exclusion today is a complete slap in
the face to how the queer movement began.

And the sheer desire to have my friends at my side, feeling safe and included, at any queer event
whether it’s the Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival, a queer bar, a show, a political gathering, or even an
HRC event, needs to become reality. It is the key in uniting our community.

My friends and I are transgender, transsexual, bisexual, nelly and butch, boy dykes, young punks
who lean toward anarchism and the radical left. We are artists and activists, we have open minds and want
to create good and constructive change in the world. We have goals and desires and we want to realize
them. We live what we believe and we fight for what we believe. Trans-inclusion is very important to us
and vital to the survival and growth of our very lives, our community, and the future.

Thank you for reading this, for attending the trans forum, and for thinking seriously about trans-
inclusion.

Linda Oh
thesehands@hotmail.com



Divine K. Hoard &-92
The simplicity of my bedy, deesn’t compare to the depth of ma
mind. I am Divire.
Divirne in ¢ way that 1 mystifty
In a way that many, even these whe covld soamewhat relate to
me don't wannda see.
Divine in a weay that I have reoms with peeple, withewt
muepic minds cuil me “he.”
Gender... Stereotupes. .1 can not conform
Dd42 breast and a diek in hand, both I adere. 1 covld never be
whet gou want me o be.

Bindary system, he saus he deesn’t ge by, bet becsuse I'm
femine, wesr dresses, corsets and identify as “he, 7 I'm mot «
men to him cavse I'm net on T.

Not respectin’ my wishes, respectin’ me
That’s not cool when you cull by she, rother than the asked
pronovn he.

What if I called gyou she?

Fuek all of you and gour oppressive ways. You are neot my ged,
ner em I your slave. I may wallow in my tears from your
selfish, vprightious ass, telling me I'm never envff all of
these years. Bet I hope seon, when yow are pust geur
“Isswes,” You'll see the river you've caused to drown
veurself.

The system gow live by seems to me, to be one if truly
leooked at wouldn™t even classify yow as “he.”

The compromise and contertion of my clit is mere t m your
corrosive mind could ever Iift your dick.

Bout to all whe 100Kk upen their ewn definitions of self ard
sppreciate others for what they are, net depending on
previevs exclesive, narrew paths, I say yov are Divine.

Divine in ¢ way te net assume. Divire in o way to take in
new kneowledge and consume. Divine, indirect, presvmptions
demolished, with an expectunce of a new base. Divine to
execept where I stand, where we sheuld be.




[DEAR PROFESSOR SCHUSTER,
THIS IS THE FEMINISM YOU TEACH; BUT
IT'S NOT THE FEMINISM I BELIEVE IN.]

ON MY QUEER STUDIES FINAL EXAM, MY ULTRA-SECOND WAVE FEMINIST PROFESSOR
INCLUDED THE TERM "MICHIGAN WOMYN'S MUSIC FESTIVAL" AND ASKED FOR HER
STUDENTS TO DEFINE IT. SINCE I HADN'T STUDIED FOR THE TEST, I HESITATED A BIT.
THEN I WROTE: "AN ALL WOMYN FESTIVAL IN EARLY AUGUST DEVELOPED TO
PROMOTE SISTERHOOD." A STANDARD ANSWER THAT HER LESBIAN SEPARATIST ASS
WOULD HAVE EATEN UP. BUT, OF COURSE, I WASN'T DONE. 1 ADDED, "THEY ALSO
DON'T ALLOW PEOPLE WHO IDENTIFY AS TRANSGENDERED TO PARTICIPATE." I
HANDED IN THE FINAL AND WENT HOME FOR THE SUMMER, UNSURE IF I HAD EVEN
PASSED THE CLASS. BUT, I RECEIVED AN ENVELOPE WITH NO RETURN ADDRESS LATER
INTO THE SUMMER. 1 WAS THOROUGHLY SURPRISED TO FIND MY GRADED EXAM SENT
BACK TO ME. I BARELY PASSED AND THERE WAS OBVIOUSLY NOTHING
CONGRATULATORY ABOUT THIS PACKAGE. HOWEVER, NEXT TO MY MWMF
DEFINITION SHE WROTE THE FOLLOWING: "THEY ALLOW TRANS IN NOW." I SAT
THERE, STARING AT THE TEST AND WONDERING WHERE THE FUCK SHE GETS THE
AUDACITY, WITH ALL HER YEARS OF FEMINIST TEACHING AND QUEER RIGHTS, TO
THINK THAT SILENCE IS THE ANSWER AND THAT THE FESTIVAL'S ANTI-TRANS "DON'T
ASK DON'T TELL" POLICY IS INDEED GENEROUS AND JUST. FOR MY PROFESSOR TO
THINK THAT IT'S OK FOR TRANS KIDS TO GO TO THE FESTIVAL IF THEY ARE QUIET
ABOUT THEIR IDENTITY AND DON'T BOTHER HER COMFORTABLE COMMUNITY,
CLEARLY SHOWS THAT SHE NEEDS TO WAKE THE FUCKUP.

THIS FESTIVAL, SUPPOSEDLY SET UP IN THE NAME OF PROMOTING SISTERHOOD,
WORKS ONLY FOR THOSE WHITE SECOND WAVERS NOT WANTING TO CHANGE. THEY
ESTABLISHED THIS FESTIVAL TO MAKE A SAFE PLACE FOR THEMSELVES. WHEREAS THE
UNCHANGING, BUT AGING WHITE WOMEN REVEL IN THEIR FEELINGS OF RACISM AND
TRANSPHOBIA, WOMEN OF COLOR AND THOSE WHO ARE TRANS-IDENTIFIED FEEL
OUT OF PLACE AND ANYTHING BUT SAFE. AND THE "DON'T ASK DON'T TELL" POLICY
IS SET UP TO MAINTAIN THEIR SAFE SPACE, SINCE THESE WHITE WOMEN AREN'T
LOOKING TO BE CHALLENGED, BUT REAFFIRMED IN THEIR BELIEFS. SAFE SPACES
BENEFIT THOSE WHO DON'T WANT TO FUCKING CHANGE. (SAFE SPACES DON'T
FUCKING WORK.) AND THESE COMFORTABLE WHITE WOMEN, SO OUTSPOKEN IN
THEIR MINDS, WANT TO KEEP TRANS WOMEN, GENDERFUCKS, TRANNY BOYS, ETC..
QUIET SO THEY CAN REMAIN COMFORTABLE WITH THEIR INHERENTLY PROBLEMATIC
BELIEFS.

[NO MORE.]
AND THIS CYCLE IS SICKENING... A HUGE SUPPORTER AND PARTICIPANT OF
THE MWMF DECIDES TO TAKE A JOB TEACHING WOMEN'S STUDIES AT AN ALL "GIRLS"

COLLEGE. SHE REMAINS IN HER COMFORTABLE PLACE FOR DECADES IN A DECADENT
WHITE LESBIAN COMMUNITY. SHE DOESN'T KNOW ANY TRANS-KIDS(OR AT LEAST
DOESN'T THINK SO) AND KINDA THINKS THAT THE WHOLE THING 1S "WEIRD" AND
TRANS-WOMEN AREN'T REAL WOMEN AND TRANS-BOYS ARE JUST GIVING INTO THE



PATRIARCHY AND THOUGH SHE DOESN'T SAY THIS OUT LOUD ANYMORE, SHE TRIES
TO IGNORE THE SUBJECT AND NOT GIVE IT SUPPORT IN ANY OF HER CLASSES. AND
THEN SOME OF HER STUDENTS FALL IN THAT COMFORTABLE PLACE IN THIS PRI-
MARILY WHITE ALL "GIRLS" SCHOOL AND THINK LIKE HER AND THEY DON'T REAL-
LY UNDERSTAND THIS WHOLE "WEIRD" TRANSGENDER THING AND THEY WRITE ON
THE BATHROOM STALLS 'IF YOU WANNA BE A BOY WHY DID YOU GO TO AN ALL
GIRLS SCHOOL?" AND DON'T HOPE FOR AN ANSWER. BUT JUST MORE SILENCE
(THEY DON'T WANT TO BE CHALLENGED). AND THIS GOES ON FOR YEARS UNTIL IT'S
THANKFULLY DISRUPTED BY YOU AND ME.

LURAN BARRY




I have to be honest, Going to a womyn-born-
womyn event is not high on my list of concerns.
I went to CampTrans 2000 to support my friends
and allies. I think that womyn only events are
needed; it is just, for obvious reasons, my
definition of womyn is more inclusive then the
definition of the owners of MWMF. Tam
sympathetic for where they are coming from, I
just think they are wrong on the point of trans
inclusion. 1 was hoping to act in the role of
peace keeper, I wanted to mediate. Obviously,
the change for that did not happen.

Yet CampTrans 2000 was worth the time for
me. I met a lot of womyn who came off the land
in order to talk. Ilearned a lot about the various
politics on the land and about issues that I was
not aware of. 1 met some workers who wished
us well and some womyn who said they opposed
us in the past but were now supportive. In the
pracess, I met a lot of interesting womyn and
some of my friendships became deeper. 1left
the camp discouraged in some ways but hopeful
that progress can still be made.

Then I made the mistake of paying attention
to the trannie debate on both the CampTrans and
the Michigan website. It is amazing how much
time fearful and hateful peopie spend showing
their fear and hate. For a while, I was going to
respond to every point made but I finally
realized that other womyn were trying to do the
same thing. They were treated with distrust or
were 1gnored. This was not a discussion, very
few of the womyn posting were listening. SO,
under better conditions, I shall address some of
the issues that were posted.

1) One post-op womyn suggested that all of
us {including herself) take five vears off and
wOrk On womyn's 1ssucs. then come pack.

Womyn do not need to perform deeds 1n
order to prove they are womyn. Are festies
asked what they have volunteered for? This 1s
not to be defensive because I am willing to
disclose what I work on, which are both
womvn's and trannies’ 1SSues.

2) Post-op womyn that were on the land were

arguing that a person is either a womyn or trans,
you cannot have both identities.

[ would love nothing more then not deal with
being transgendered but I will not lie about my
past. I will not make up stories about being a
girl in order to fit in. The fact is, I was born and
raised male. Ido not feel the need to disclose d
this to everyone but I will not lie to a person )
who respectfully asks. When you deny your
past, you are allowing other people to say what
your past is and from this, who you are now. |
will not let fearful and hateful people define
who I am.

3) Some intersexed people were arguing that
trans activists are appropriating their
experiences.

They are right. There are some trans activists
that use the example of intersexed people to
argue for the inclusion of transgendered people.

This bothers me. The rights of the

transgendered should stand on its own merit.

Using intersexed people as a reason does not \
show respect for their lives. They are different :
experiences. We should be allies but this can be
alienating.

4) Transgendered womyn still have male
privilege, they were born and raised with it and
it never leaves.

This is a very complex issue and frankly,
beyond the scope of this article. Iwill not argue
against the fact that boys and girls are raised
differently (this is a topic that all of us should be
worried about). I have spent too much time
wondering how different I would be if I was
born and raised female. All I can say is 1 would
not be the same womyn I am now.

In a lot of wavs. the male privilege is gone.

For example. when i am harassed by some mar,
it is not because | am a Womyn wWho v s raised
as a man. It is because the man feels it is his
right to treat a woman this way. I do not like it
but how many womyn do?

Lastly, I just want to point out that the above
issue ignores the fact that there are many
different routes to privilege.



*) It wouid just not be the same 1f the event
~as not w-b-w

First ot all, CampTrans has moved beyond
Just getting transgendered womyn onto the land.
We are dealing with many different trans
idenuties and quite a few neither male nor
female. And the reason why all of these
identities are now coming out? Because of the
changes that these womyn made by creating
their own space and in the process made it easier
for a new generation of peopie to explore gender
issues. In other words, they are trying to ignore
the changes that they helped to make possible.
Sorry that it is not the same and truly, [ do thank
vou for that.

Janine Kelley
kelley_janine @hotmail.com

photo: shauna enyart




The Gender Clinic:

I am a trans-lady. I live on Turtle Island also known as vancouver, BC, Canada. The
way it works here in Canada is you go to a doctor or street clinic and get a referal to one
of three or four specialized clinics in the country if vou want hormones/surgery. |
managed to get medical coverage from my province tor free because I am poor and I
was born here. [ am a lucky girl also in that I live in one of the cities that has a clinic.
MSP is the Medical services plan that I have (it is the only option because there are no
private health insurers in Canada) and this clinic for gender, something and something
just serves as an advisory to MSP. So they talk to you, decide that you are fit or unfit to
transition and if they think you really are a "transexual" and then tell MSP to pay for
hormones and surgery acording to their standards. The clinic has you fill out these
forms evaluating your own mental health and social normalizing potential. Then they
interview you for an hour or more and ask questions like what made you think you
were born in the wrong body, do you have a particular interest in being evil, are you a
performer by nature. The funny thing for me is that they are behind the rest of this
fucked social world for what they expect in terms of a rigid gender one or the other type
expectations. I mean, I really felt presure to tell them I played sports of the opposite
"sex" at one point. I am a survivor of ritual abuse courtesy of a well known cult,
Mormons. My first interview with the gender clinic specialists turned into paying
homage to my most hated institution after they asked about my family. I thought I
wouldn't be able to be consistent in my lies unless I used the mental link to childhood
programming a bit. I have known how to hide everything not white, male and rich
since four or five because of it. That turned out to be exactly what they wanted. A racist,
sexist, uncaringly priveliged transexual. So I lied and they ate it up, and I got to re-live
pretending no abuse had happened or was ever going to happen to any one. I also got
to tell them that I had a stable job. I am a sex worker who pays for food on a day to day
basis acording to how much work there is for a

feminin-with-dick street worker, but I am also a janitor who can pay rent and hopefuly
a heat bill when I get payed each month. That is just enough for them to agree with me
that I am stable - if I embelish a little and

get my employer to write a letter saying evilyn is a good employee. I probably will get
hormones and then surgery

eventualy, but their standards have longer wait times than the blah blah standards of
care. All in all I am a lucky girl, but it sure helps to have community that might want to
read an article buy a crazy poor gender fucked perverted survivor of abuse. So thats my
brief intro to Canada and getting hormones, and a bit of a comming out for me.

-easy evi.



QUESTiIOn::::HeW dO yOu IdEnTiFy:x:
ANsWeR::::

welcome to gender neverland where all the boys are girls and all the
girls are boys/pecole like me are still stuck in a worid of language net .
¢T this Time out cf dzcades ago/where 1s my revolution/i stena most
of my Time somewherz in the middle not andregynous at all but out of
this world/i haven't been invented yet/i am the third pronoun that
actually works the third pronoun that people use/not a combination of
two but entirely new/two is never enough and three is well not
enough/i live in the land of genderfuck and tolerance/i am lost here/i
feel obliterated blasted into space there is no room for me in your
Increasingly masturbatory life / is just the way you never imagined it
could be/please put me in a box because there aren't enough to fit
into/i know you forget once you've been there how hard it is/please
take my hand and fold me inside you as i once did for you/please
protect me from the stoning/protect me from the ominous storm of
needles and scalpels/a window to my fantasies/i am a young prince in a
corset auctioned off as a girl with long nails and a painted smile/i am a
whore in a three piece suit with a giant red dick up your ass/does that
make you uncomfortable/i'm trying my damndest to make it that
way/didn't you know i am here to ::uproot:: i.destroy:: ::deconstruct:
-:creafe:: rebuild: worship:

welcome to my cnswer::iMaGr‘nATIoN::gEnDquUeEr::fyndsey [grey] vierra
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nineteen years I've had her as a mother, | have seen her run a
number of her own businesses, manage her own opartment
bullding, pay the bills, buy a house, manage my famlly’'s money,
ond send her kids to school without the burdens of student loans.
She Is not the average American woman, and most certainly she Is
eons opart from the average Horean woman. My mother Is flerce,
especially under pressure. She has aeated and acquired
everything my family has today, she embodled characteristics (In
complete societal terms) more similar to that of a man than she
ever did to that of a woman, though she was still left with the
responsibllities of traditional woman's work (housekeeping,
cooking, ralsing her kids, etc.).

Technlcally speaking, gender Is a complete socletal
construct. No one grows up telling her or him or hirself that they
must act a particular way according to which genitals they were
born with. People are tought and told, force-fed a set of rules on
how to act In presalbed masculine and feminine characterlstics,
whether or not the individual child belleves in such things or feels
them naturally. Chiidren are, to use a harsh term, bralnwashed Into
rigld gender roles, those of girl and boy, woman and man. This Is
the way most of the world has functioned (obviously Imperfectly)
since the beglinning of written history. People remaln adhered to
this way of thinking by historical habit, though recently these
constructs have been questioned and challenged by such political
groups as the feminists and the gay rights movement. Ideas are
slowly, slowly changing and people are learning that gender Is a
for more significant and ground-breaking Issue and pertinent to
soclety as a whole. The capabllity to understand, tolerate, ond
eventually accept those with differing personal characterlistics from
socletal norms (l.e., those set down by the rich, white, male ruling
class) is more likely than ever to happen, though the process Is still
orduous ond hardly-fought by a very miniscule part of the
population. Yet optimistically speaking, this could lead to a
change In soclety’s strict definition of gender, and the ultimate
realization that gender Itself does not exist.
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But that's speaking In utoplan terms. Realistically, this
Isn't golng to happen anytime saon, surely not In my lifetime.
What's going on right now In the world Is for from that. The
technicallties of gender and the subsequent formation of gender
hlerarchy (l.e., patriarchy) are still conaete In America and every
other “clvilized" soclety today.

Aadical notlons on gender by all means remaln radical and
are not adherlng to the general soclety, though toned-down
verslons of less constralning gender expresslon are becoming more
commonplace, especially omong young girls.  And yes, the "girl
power” movement Is surely a step forward, not only for the feminist
movement, but also for futire generations. Remember Aeviving
Ophelia by Mory Pipher? That book was Insanely popular and
opened people’s eyes to the extreme hardships adolescent glrls
were golng through, and brought the glfl power movement to a
broader scale. Glrls are experiencing more freedom than ever, but
there are still existing deflnitlons characterizing what glirls should
be. Just look at how commercialized girl power has become, how
trendy and fashionable it Is, and how It has erupted Into a perfect
marketing niche.

Yet this essay Is more an analysis of myself than the way
the world Is dealing with gender Issues, though | remaln a gender
devlant In today's society. | do admit that what the outside world
thinks and percelves rules so much about me. | can't help It; It's a
simple fact of life. My own gender Identity Is a puzzle. | define
myself as a gil and woman and feel comfortable belng called Ms.,
her, and she but | also see how much of a boy | am, how these
nomes | cll myself do not fit with the rest of the world's
definitions. | definitely embody what It means to be transgender,
of belng In slang terms, genderfucked. But | also feel fine about
my body and | like not wearing feminine clothing or makeup or
even a bra. | dress In what can be dassifled as men's clothing and
| have a dew wt. To people who adhere to the rules of binary
gender (l.e., man and woman and nothing else), | am a freak, a gir
who looks llke a boy or vice versa, a dyke, a fog, a queer, a who-
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by Kylie Paintain
“MtB? What's that?”

Most people have heard of
1 (MtF
and even lesbian transsexuals but
male to butch (MtB)
new entirely for many

I

e

+~ femnale
WO LG

11 ) transsexuals
1s something

Those who
have a problem with MtF transsexu-

als identifving as a lesbian.....

“Why go through all the
mtf stuff and then id as lesbian?”

conception that transitioning is all
about who you want to have sex
So an mtf who chooses to
identify as butch will be particu-
larly strange for them.

with.

“Don’t women who identify as butch really
want to be men?”

[ think “identifying as a butch woman” re-
ally says it all “specially the woman bit. For me,
and others like me, butch is very seperate from male.
I id very strongly as female and see female/woman
as my gender identity and my butch identity 1s an
extension of this. I think you can display masculine
traits/characteristics without being/iding as male or
without losing any sense of being female/woman.

When [ transitioned 8-9 vears ago there was
an awful lot of pressure for me to conform to a very
stereotypical female image and role ie Het Barbie.
I tried to do this - I didn’t really see any other op-
tions at this stage - but it just didn’t feel right so I
set out to find out what was right for me. This took
about 6 yrs during which tme [ was totally celibate.
[t was a difficult time as I had to come to terms with
a lot of stuff about myself that I didn’t like but I

!

think I am a better person for it.

I came out as a dyke about 4 yrs ago but all
the dykes I knew were andro-dykes so while I had
taken a major step in the right di-
rection I still wasn't feeling right
about me and who [ was. It wasn’t
until someone suggested 1 read
some books on butch/fem that I
realised how I fitted in.
amazing to read about women who
felt a lot like I do - who id strongly
as women but acknowledge their
masculine side in a positive way.

It hasn’t exactly been easy -
being out as a transsexual and iding
as butch has caused a few problems
but I figure if people have a prob-
lem with this concept and don’t
have the courage to talk to me in
person about it then it remains their
problem and not mine. While I try to be as avail-
able as possible for people to talk to - I believe that
it is onlv through talking about these issues that we
will start to resolve some of them - I don’t believe
in forcing my opinions on anyone. I try to respect
other peoples choices in their lives and only ask the
same from others.

After all why should our individual expres-
sions of gender be forced into conforming to what
makes others feel safe or comfortable? Why can’t
we express our selves, our inner feelings, without
being made to feel like freaks and misfits? Why
does there have to be such strict regulation of gen-
derin a society that seems to be willing to let other

It was

2?2
Cont. on page 22

#
Kylie lives in Melbourne Australia with her gor-
geous fem partmer and her kind of gorgeous m/
bike (still waiting on some money fo fix it up a bit
more). The queers think Kylie's "really” het and
the hets think she's REALLY queer.

—
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M2B, cont Jrom Page 15
things grow

Until very recently transsexuals where sup-
posed to disappear once they hag “Successrully”
transitioned by Now there are 3 2TOWing numper of

Zender and who will not beng over backwards to
make Joe ang Jill Citizen fee] comrortabje.
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Camp trans was complete chaos. Are vou surprised? Our protests were unreal and [ am now confronted
with some harsh realities about women and the lesbian community as a whole.

We had three direct actions. The final one ended with several of us. including me. getting forced off the
land.

The camp trans crew walked into MWMF on Saturday. We entered the dining area and some of us held up
signs that said things like, "boy-dyke." "fag top." "F 2 boy." "trans women." and so on... they held a silent
protest while the rest of us joined in and handed out info and stickers in support of our cause. About 70 of
us stood there. holding a silent protest in the middle of the dining area. On lookers surrounded us. some
smiled. gave us a thumbs up. others yelled at us in anger and frustration.

After an hour or so we declared that if MWMF was not responding to our protest that equaled that they
supported us and would allow trannies on the land.... We velled our identities out loud and announced that
we were now accepted.

However in reality that wasn't enough. The MWMF workers were snickering at us and we felt a sense of
defeat. So all of us we confronted security. They forced each of us to tell them our identities. We
demanded to know if we were allowed on the land or not. Finally. one by one we were forced to leave. [
came out as a transsexual womyn (even though [ am not). The womyn who was confronting me asked me
to leave. I had to argue with her about 5 minutes that she either had to tell me to leave (not ask) because |
would not leave voluntarily. Finally with tears streaming down my own face she said. "fine. I am telling
vou to leave."

I pushed away to where they were holding us. waiting for an escort off the land. When everyone finished
self-identifving we were walked off the lad. Those of us who were being kicked off for our identities
chanted. " [ am being forced to leave." Meanwhile, our supporters behind us screamed out things in
support. telling our story. explaining who we were.

The thing that pissed me off is that the escorts turned around to yell at us and change their story three or
four different times. They kept mixing up there own words. Using "we asked you to leave, and you are
leaving voluntarily." instead of, "we are telling you to leave..." And. “we're kicking you off for being

transsexual not trans gendered." so we would have to stop and explain we are not leaving voluntary. and

argue...

When we arrived at the gate after the grueling walk of festies yelling at us to "give it up. " we saw our
friends on the other side at camp trans waiting for us, cheering. Those of us who were forced off the land
were asked to tumn in our bracelets. I ripped mine off and threw it on the ground and ran across the street to
my friends.

[ can’t believe my own fucking community rejected me! argh...

I am sorry this is so long, I could go on for pages about my anger... I'll save you the reading time.
8 of us were actually removed. Hearing the individual stories is amazing. Seeing my best friends in tears

is painful.
X ! . —
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